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1. Introduction and Purpose  

1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared to fulfil the legal 

obligations of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended), 

referred ǘƻ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ. The regulations do not stipulate that an SCI should be 

prepared but keeping an accurate record of the engagement process, consultations and 

results is required under part 5. Specifically under Part 5 (14) it is identified that: 

ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ς  

(a) Publicise, in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live, work or 

carry on business in the neighbourhood area- 

(i) Details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development t plan; 

(ii) Details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan may 

be inspected; 

(iii) Details of how to make representations; and 

(iv) The date by which those representations must be received, being not less than 6 

weeks from the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised; 

(b) Consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of schedule 1 whose interests 

the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood 

development plan; and 

(c) Send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the local 

planning authority. 

1.2 Furthermore, the National Planning Practice Guidance requires that the qualifying body 

should be inclusive and open in the preparation of its Neighbourhood Plan and ensure that 

the wider community:  

a) is kept fully informed of what is being proposed;  

b) is able to make their views known throughout the process;  

c) has opportunities to be actively involved in shaping the emerging Neighbourhood Plan; 

and  
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d) is made aware of how their views have informed the draft Neighbourhood Plan or order.  

The Abbots Bromley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan: Statement of Community 

Involvement shows that a much greater level of consultation and engagement has been 

undertaken than the legislation requires, as will become clear in this report.  

The purpose of this statement is not to show the detail of all consultation results but rather 

to set out the stages that have been gone through. Detailed results and analysis can be 

found in other supporting documents. 

The aims of the Abbots Bromley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan consultation 

process were:  

¶ ǘƻ ΨŦǊƻƴǘ-ƭƻŀŘΩ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

from the start of the neighbourhood planning process;  

¶ to ensure that consultation events took place at critical points in the process where 

decisions needed to be taken; 

 ¶ to engage with people using a variety of events and communication techniques; and  

¶ to ensure that results of consultation events were analysed, fed back to local people, and 

used to inform the next stage in the development of the neighbourhood plan 
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2. Neighbourhood Plan Designation 

2.1 Abbots Bromley Parish Council agreed to develop a Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish at its 

meeting of 29th July 2015. Abbots Bromley Parish Council then applied to East Staffordshire 

Borough Council (ESBC) for the Parish to be designated as a neighbourhood area (Part 2 of 

the regulations) and was approved on 8th October 2015 following a 4 week consultation 

period.1 

2.2 Following the designation as described the Parish Council publicised the result of the 

consultation in the October 2015 Parish Council bulletin2. Within the bulletin the Parish 

Council also advertised a village hall meeting on 18th November 2015. This meeting was 

attended by a Planning officer from ESBC with the aim of outlining the Neighbourhood Plan 

process to the community (Picture 1). The Parish Council also set out that it intended to set 

up a working sub-group to deliver the plan that would be made up of a mix of Parish 

Councillors and local residents. 

Picture 1 ς November 2015, Neighbourhood Plan introduction event 

 

2.3 At the November meeting a number of local residents came forward expressing an interest 

to join a Neighbourhood Plan Group. As such the Parish Council produced a Neighbourhood 

Plan Group Terms of Reference (see appendix 1) which was approved at its meeting of 25th 

November 2015.  

  

                                                           
1 
http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/docs/planning/planningpolicy/neighplanning/abbots/AB%20designation%20request%2
0letter.pdf 
2 http://www.abbotsbromley.com/pc/bulletins/Newsletter%2058.pdf 

http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/docs/planning/planningpolicy/neighplanning/abbots/AB%20designation%20request%20letter.pdf
http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/docs/planning/planningpolicy/neighplanning/abbots/AB%20designation%20request%20letter.pdf
http://www.abbotsbromley.com/pc/bulletins/Newsletter%2058.pdf
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3. Abbots Bromley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Working 

Group 

3.1 With an agreed Terms of Reference (ToR) in place the Neighbourhood Plan Group met for 

the first time on 22nd January 2016. The group has three Parish Councillors (one of whom is 

group chair) six local residents and Bagots Ward East Staffordshire Borough Councillor Greg 

Hall who was present at the first meeting but requested to join (and was excepted) from the 

second meeting on the 9th February 2016. The core group therefore has ten members. The 

Clerk of the Parish Council is an unofficial group member, although not tasked to attend it 

was agreed to include the Clerk in order to maintain contact to the administrative element 

of the Parish Council. 

3.2 The group agreed at this initial stage that to be fully inclusive would require a wide range of 

methods to both engage with residents and businesses. As such a website through the 

Parish Council has been set up alongside a social media Facebook Group that now has over 

100 members. A dedicated e-mail address has also been set up for people to both respond 

to the consultation and/or contact the group more generally. These resources are used as a 

method to update people, publicise events around the neighbourhood plan alongside more 

traditional engagement techniques such as the use of village notice boards. Updates 

regarding the Neighbourhood Plan and publicity material is also provided through the 

monthly Parish news and the Quarterly Parish Council Newsletter (Bromley Bulletin)  
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4. Initial Issues Consultation ς January ς March 2016 

4.1 The first consultation sought to engage the community on a number of broad issues to help 

the group gauge what is important to residents and businesses, what people like or 

potentially dislike and would like to see change. Five questions in total were asked 

WHO WAS CONSULTED 

A questionnaire was posted to every household and business across the Parish as part of the 

Parish Newsletter. This totalled approximately 750 questionnaires sent. The newsletter had 

within it an article that set out the basis for the consultation and relevant background detail. 

HOW THE RESULTS WERE GATHERED 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ άōǳŎƪŜǘǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǿillage. Those businesses also 

held a number of spare questionnaires in case extras were needed. An electronic copy of the 

questionnaire was also provided on the website so that it could be returned via e-mail. 

Reminders during the consultation period were posted using all the methods previously 

described.  

THE RESULTS 

Of the 750 questionnaires posted 96 were filled out and returned representing 13% return 

rate 

A report of the consultation results can be found on the NDP website at the following link:  

file:///C:/Users/71003886/Downloads/Neighbourhood_Plan_Working_Group_Draft_Report

_for_21st_April_2016%20(3).pdf 

FEEDBACK TO THE COMMUNITY 

A consultation event was held to feedback the results of the consultation to the community 

on 18th May 2016. The annual Parish Assembly was used for this purpose whereby a 

presentation of the results was given and displays were available for people to browse. This 

event was publicised via a flyer that went to every home and business in the Parish, on social 

media, website and village notice boards.  

 

 

file:///C:/Users/71003886/Downloads/Neighbourhood_Plan_Working_Group_Draft_Report_for_21st_April_2016%20(3).pdf
file:///C:/Users/71003886/Downloads/Neighbourhood_Plan_Working_Group_Draft_Report_for_21st_April_2016%20(3).pdf


STATUS: For publication to aid the future NDP process.  
Statement includes the period Nov 2015 ς May 2018 (inclusive) 
 

7 

 

Picture 2 ς May 2016, Residents viewing feedback displays of the initial consultation 

 

 

MAIN ISSUES AND CONCERNS RAISED 

The consultation identified two principle issues that of housing and transport. The transport 

issue was concerned mainly with traffic congestion, speed and concerns that development 

within the village would exacerbate what is already a significant problem.  

The Housing issue is dealt with in more detail within section 5. 
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5. Housing Needs Assessment (HNA) 

CONSULTATION JUNE 2016 ς OCTOBER 2016 

5.1 Following the consultation and feedback at the May event the group decided that more 

detail was required regarding the housing question. Whilst residents had made it clear that 

άƘƻǳǎƛƴƎέ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻf the issue. 

The group therefore sought advice from ESBC and also from a housing consultant who had 

carried out work for nearby Denstone as part of their NDP. Miles King of Midlands Rural 

Housing was invited to the group meeting on 14th July.  

5.2 At the July meeting the group agreed to bring forward a housing needs assessment in order 

to explore the housing issue more thoroughly.  

Picture 3 ς NDP Group members preparing bulletins and surveys for delivery 

 

PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

5.3  In June 2016 a housing needs questionnaire was distributed to every household across the 

Parish. The questionnaire was posted as an insert to a Neighbourhood Plan Bulletin that 

gave information about the process and the feedback the group has had. As well as the 

bulletin the questionnaire was publicised on the website, social media and village notice 

boards. 

HOW THE RESULTS WERE GATHERED 

5.4 ¢ƘǊŜŜ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ άōǳŎƪŜǘǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

held a number of spare questionnaires in case extras were needed. An electronic copy of the 
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questionnaire was also provided on the website so that it could be returned via e-mail. 

Reminders during the consultation period were posted using all the methods previously 

described, an example of which can be viewed in appendix 4.  

FURTHER PROMOTION OF THE SURVEY  

5.5  The group had a stall at the 2016 Abbots Bromley Horn Dance, an annual festival in the 

village attended by many members of the community. The group presented displays of all of 

the work and consultation results so far. There was also the opportunity to discuss the HNA 

process and return questionnaires. Approximately 30 questionnaires were returned on the 

day and approximately 150-200 people were spoken to with regards the NDP. 

Picture 4 ς NDt DǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǘŀƭƭ ƻƴ άIƻǊƴ 5ŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅέ 

 



STATUS: For publication to aid the future NDP process.  
Statement includes the period Nov 2015 ς May 2018 (inclusive) 
 

10 

 

Picture 5 ςLocal School children visiting the NDP stall on Horn Dance Day

 

 

RESULTS OF THE HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK 

5.6 An analysis of the results can be found in the background supporting document ς 2. This 

document also provides a copy of the questionnaire used as part of the HNA survey. 

As well as the formal reporting of the results as described above, the group ran a feedback 

and consultation evening with residents on 1st December 2016. The group produced displays 

of the results and there was also a short presentation about the NDP process. Some of the 

  displays can be seen in Picture 6. 
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  Picture 6 ς HNA feedback and site assessment process engagement 

 

5.7 SITE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

The event on 1st December was an opportunity to not only feedback the results of the HNA 

but to engage the community on the next stage of identifying criteria to assess suitable sites 

to satisfy the local housing need as identified in the HNA. A record of attendees can be found in 

Appendix 2. As part of this process Picture 7 shows the NDP group out and about familiarising  

themselves with areas of the village and wider community. 
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Picture 7 ς NDP group members familiarising themselves with potential sites and areas 

across the Parish 

 

At the event a notice board was provided with the ten site assessment categories that the 

group had identified. Each delegate was provided with four post-it notes and asked to place 

them on the category or categories that are most important to them. This process therefore 

helped the group to identify which categories for the site assessment should be weighted. 

Further detail of this can be found in the site assessment background document ς 3 

6. Housing Needs Assessment Feedback event (15th March) 

 

6.1 Following the site assessment process the NDP group decided to hold a feedback event with 

the community in the village hall. The purpose of the event was to present the results of the 

assessment process and allow the community an early opportunity to comment on the 

preferred sites and the process to bring them forward. 

 

6.2 The NDP group took the view that early engagement was particularly important in order to 

gain community views on the proposal before the formal draft plan consultation. A full 

report of the HNA results and process is available in background supporting document 2. 
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6.3 An advert was placed in the following: 

Å Parish magazine (March 2017 edition) 

Å Bromley Bulletin (February 2017) 

Å Notice board adverts placed on all village notice boards including surgery, village hall and church 

Å Abbots Bromley NDP Facebook Page 

Å Abbots Bromley NDP website 

6.4 An invitation was also sent via e-mail to those members of the community who previously 

attended the event on 1st Dec 2016 and who indicated they would like to be kept informed by 

leaving their e-mail contact (see list in Appendix 2). 

 

Picture 8 & 9 ς Images from the housing sites feedback event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATUS: For publication to aid the future NDP process.  
Statement includes the period Nov 2015 ς May 2018 (inclusive) 
 

14 

 

Picture 8 & 9 ς Images from the housing sites feedback event 

 

 

 

7. Traffic and parking consultation (15th March) 

тΦм ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ άǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊέ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

Residents were shown presentation slides of the issues and were asked to comment and 

feedback responses. 

 

8. Parish Assembly (2017) 

8.1 The Parish Assembly event on the 24th May 2017 was used to update the community on the 

actions from the event on the 15th March. The group also introduced a first draft of the Plan Vision 

and Objectives for the community to view and comment on. This was widely promoted using all of 

the engagement methods as set out at previous stages. The promotion poster used can be seen in 

Appendix 3.  
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Picture 10 ς The community commenting on the Draft Vision and Objectives 

 

 

 

 

9. Horn Dance Day (2017) 

9.1 Given the engagement success of our presence on Horn Dance Day in 2016 we decided to run a 

stall again in 2017. The primary purpose was to allow people to freely come along and talk/engage 

with the NDP process. We also took the opportunity to start a conversation around public realm 

space, particularly in the village centre. At the Parish Assembly event in May (see section 8) the 

public had shown support for the idea of looking at how the village centre could work differently to 

provide the right balance between vehicular access, parking, walking and cycling.  

 

фΦн ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ άōŀƭŀƴŎŜέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ 

Crown Bank, simply to stimulate conversation. The public were given the opportunity to feedback 

their thoughts on the day. 
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Picture 11 ςImage from Horn Dance Day 2017 

 

 

10. Parish Assembly 2018  

 

10.1 The Parish Council held their annual Parish Assembly meeting on 23rd May 2018. The meeting 

was to be used to update residents on the progress of bringing the draft plan forward to 

consultation, however the meeting was dominated by those determined to halt the process in order 

to revisit earlier stages. Full reasons for this can be found in the minutes of the assembly meeting, 

available on the Parish Council website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


