
BACKGROUND 
 
The Village Design Statement is intended to reflect 
the general views (of as many villagers as possible) of 
what is characteristic of the village, what they would 
like to maintain and how future development might 
be guided.   It is intended that the Village Design 
Statement be adopted as part of the planning 
consent process. 
 
Last weekend some examples of various 
characteristics of the village were collated and are 
shown on the next four panels.   
 
In order to reflect the general views we need your 
views on those characteristics and your suggestions 
if you feel any have been left out. Would you 
therefore please take a form from the envelope 
below and, while looking at the posters, mark on the 
form whether you agree or disagree with the 
statements made on the form. 
 
 
 
 
(More information about Village Design Statements is contained on the 
sheet to the right of this note and on the leaflet you are invited to take 
when you have completed your viewing of the displays.) 

 



Why a Village Design Statement?  
Each village has a special character which makes it 
unique. No village can be frozen in time, but needs to 
change and adapt to meet the needs of the people 
who live and work there.  
 
Many other villages - both locally and across the 
country - have already created their own design 
statements and are now reaping the benefits. 
 
 
What is a Village Design Statement?  
A Village Design Statement is the main way that 
local people can make their views known about the 
place where they live and start to influence future 
planning decisions. A design statement forms part of 
the “Local Development Framework” - the group of 
planning documents that Planning Officers must take 
into consideration in reaching their decisions and 
recommendations.   
 
Typically a design statement will be published as an 
illustrated booklet of about 16 pages containing 
descriptions and guidance covering key aspects of the 
village. After formal adoption as part of the 
development framework, it is distributed to 
developers and planners to inform and guide their 
work. 



 
Who prepares a Village Design Statement?  
 

A Village Design Statement MUST be prepared by 
and reflect the views of the community. It cannot be 
created by the parish or district council. In Abbots 
Bromley a core team are helping to gather views, 
engage others in discussion and facilitate the 
development of our own design statement. They 
would welcome your help and feedback! 
 

 



BUILDINGS 
 
Concept 

 
 
That within each area, sympathetic application of the 
following characteristics is important: 
 

• Windows 

• Courtyards 

• Brickwork 

• Roof pitch 

• Railings 

• Doors and Porches 

• Steps to the front door 

• Application of Render 

• Juxtaposition of old and new styles 

 

That the guidelines should be applied to areas 
within the village that have their own distinctive 
character (e.g. conservation area and not-
conservation areas) 



LANDSCAPE 
 
Concept 

 
 
The following characteristics are important: 
 

• Mature trees, hedgerows and boundary walls. 

• Open green spaces dispersed throughout the 
village 

• The outskirts of the village linked by footpaths 

• Screening the edges of the village from the 
surrounding countryside 

 

That the guidelines should maintain a clear and 
appropriate boundary between the settlement and 
the surrounding countryside and also maintain the 
important open green spaces within the village. 



INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Concept 

 
That within each area sympathetic application of the 
following characteristics is important: 
 

• Consistency of signs and street furniture (lamp-
stands, litter bins etc) 

• Notice boards to complement their surroundings 

• Traffic calming and off road parking should be a 
priority in all new development. 

• Minimise overhead delivery of services (telephone 
& power lines etc.) 

Do you agree traffic calming benefits the village at: 
• The Uttoxeter Road end? 
• The Lichfield Road end? 
• The Ashbrook Lane end? 

That the guidelines should be applied to areas 
within the village that have their own distinctive 
character (e.g. conservation area and not-
conservation areas) and that adjacent areas should 
be complementary. 



AMENITIES 
 
Concept 

 
 
The following are considered important: 
 

• Post office 

• Surgery 

• Child care facilities 

• Schools 

• Churches 

• Shops 

• Village Hall & Church House 

• Playground 

• Pubs 

• Police Station 

Recognising the high amenity value that local 
sustainable businesses and facilities provide for the 
community. 



THE WAY AHEAD 
 
In order to have a Village Design Statement 
submitted before the end November 2005 (to East 
Staffordshire Borough Council) for adoption as 
Supplementary Planning Guidance, we need to meet 
the following key dates: 
 
 

• 1st July 2005 

   Commence drafting the text 

• 1st September  2005 

Complete drafting the text 

• 17th September 2005 

Commence Consultation 

• 1st November 2005 

Commence final amendments 

• 30th November 2005  

Submit document to ESBC 

 



YOUR INVITATION 
 
We would like to have more people involved in the 
process, though we do intend to invite the whole 
village to comment on a version before the document 
is finally amended.    
 
Therefore if you would like to become more involved 
either by assisting in drafting the text or by assisting 
in review of sections of the document, please let us 
know by contacting any of the Core Team (listed 
below) to register your interest or to find out more. 
 

•    Linda Fox     840315 

•    Andy Grondowski   840178 

•    Bill Richards    841050 

•    Eric Roy      840153 

•    Mithra Tonking   840262 
 
Or email us:  vds@abbotsbromley.com 
 


