
A short background to the  
 
 

Abbots Bromley 
VILLAGE  DESIGN  STATEMENT 

 
 
Introduction:  

The Abbots Bromley Village Design Statement project team has 
been guided in its work by: 
• The Countryside Agency guidelines on Village Design 

Statements  
• Experiences and examples of other villages in creating their 

Design Statements  
• East Staffordshire Borough Council (especially Philip Somerfield) 
 
Two overriding principles have been applied in the work of the 
team: 
• To be as inclusive as possible at each stage of the project  
• To maximise the exposure of the developing document so all 

interested villagers had an opportunity to review and comment 
on the work in progress 

 
The following diagram shows (top left) that the impetus to 
generate a Village Design Statement came from the massed 
responses to the Parish Plan Survey (distributed to all households). 
Items (in the diagram) that are on a white background were 
prepared by the core team in response to feedback received.  
Items that are on a yellow background indicate either, an 
invitation to the village to give feedback or, actual feedback.  
Examples of the posters inviting feedback and of the feedback 
summaries are given in the subsequent attachments.  

 
Contents:  

1. Diagrammatic representation of the development process 
showing the main consultations 

2. Appendix of supporting documents  
 
Prepared: 

March 2006 by the Abbots Bromley VDS Project Team 





APPENDIX – Abbots Bromley Village Design Statement 
 
This appendix includes representative materials that show the steps taken by the project team to 
be inclusive and to extend the scope of the consultation steps as widely as possible. 
 

Table of contents 
 

1. January 2005: Letter inviting participation from each person who had expressed 
any interest in the Village Design Statement when completing their Vital Villages 
survey or in the subsequent meetings. 

2. May 2005: Letter sent to those not previously contacted who might have useful 
experience or views that could help the project. 

3. May 2005: Response card sent to those who had not responded to the January 
letter in order to give them another opportunity to respond. 

4. May 2005: Poster to advertise the photo shoot on 18th June and the follow up 
exhibition on 25th June. 

5. May 2005: Guidance issued to photo workshop participants 
6. June 2005: Press release to promote the exhibition of photo workshop pictures 

which was published in the local papers. 
7. June 2005: “Have your say” exhibition poster to invite the village to attend the 

showing of the photo workshop pictures on 25th June. 
8. June 2005: Handbill of tower block posted through doors and placed in shops to 

draw attention to the photo exhibition on 25th June. 
9. June 2005: Thank you note to participants in the review at an exhibition of pictures 

which aimed to inform them about the objectives and process of the VDS and to 
encourage additional participation. 

10. June 2005: Feedback summary from the exhibition of pictures (also incorporates 
the questions asked). 

11. June 2005: “Are you in the picture?” poster to publicise the work in progress to 
those who might have missed the earlier workshops and notices.  

12. September 2005: Feedback form issued to all those who had expressed any 
interest in the VDS 

13. September 2005: Spreadsheet summary of the feedback received 
14. November 2005: Press release to promote the “drop in” event on 26th November, 

when the consultation document was issued. Carried by all the local papers, this 
also resulted in a photo session further aiding publicity. 

15. November 2005: “Tell us what you think” poster to promote the “drop in” event on 
26th November, when the consultation document was issued. 

16. November 2005: Consultation form used to gather feedback on the full draft 
document. 

17. January 2006: Excel spreadsheet analysis of feedback on the consultation 
initiated in November 2005. 

18. February 2006: Summary report of the feedback on the consultation initiated in 
November 2005. 

19. Throughout the project: Items in the Parish Council Bromley Bulletin, monthly Parish 
News magazine and on the village web pages (www.abbotsbromley.com/vds) 
were used to keep residents informed and invite their participation in the 
development and review of the VDS. 



Village Action Plan Group – Village Design Statement 
 
 

31 Goose Lane 
Abbots Bromley 
Staffordshire 
WS15 3DE 
 
℡ 840153 
* eric@the-roys.net 
 
21 January 2005 

 
 
Dear ?? 
 
 
I am writing to you as someone who has previously expressed an interest in being 
involved in the creation of a Village Design Statement for Abbots Bromley. 
 
At the last meeting of the Village Action Plan Group I was asked to bring together 
the group of people who have expressed an interest in this subject. The purpose is 
to see if we can initiate the work required to create a design statement. 
 
I would like to propose a first meeting at 7:30pm on Monday 21 February in the 
Memorial Room at the Village Hall. The aim on this occasion would be to: 
§ Introduce ourselves and each explain what we expect to be able to 

contribute to the project 
§ Identify the nature of the information we shall need to acquire before we can 

make a plan for the development of our own design statement 
§ Agree the follow-on actions necessary to acquire this information 
§ Agree the criteria by which we would measure “success” in the venture 

 
By the end of this session we should understand whether we have the basis of a 
team that could work towards creation of a design statement. 
 
Please will you: 

a) Let me know whether you are able to be there on 21 February 
b) Identify anyone else you know who might have a useful contribution to 

make to our work 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Eric A Roy 



Village Action Plan Group – Village Design Statement 
 

31 Goose Lane 
Abbots Bromley 
Staffordshire 
WS15 3DE 
 
℡ 840153 
* eric@the-roys.net 
9 May 2005 

 
Dear ?? 
 
I am writing on behalf of a small team who have taken up the challenge to create a 
Village Design Statement for Abbots Bromley. We would like your help.  
 
Our aim is to produce a Village Design Statement that will be adopted by East 
Staffordshire Borough Council as Supplementary Planning Guidance within the Local 
Development Framework. Achieving this status it would influence planning outcomes 
giving local people a say in the nature of future development within our community. 
 
We have the support of the Parish Council and East Staffordshire Borough Council in this 
process, but for the Village Design Statement to be formally adopted as supplementary 
planning guidance, it must be demonstrably representative of local views and the 
outcome of extensive consultation with the community. 
 
To initiate an appropriate level of public participation, we are therefore planning to 
carry out a photographic appraisal. This will comprise two stages: 
§ Small teams photographing both desirable and undesirable aspects of existing 

village properties and features while making brief notes 
§ A public exhibition of these pictures and comments so that others can reinforce or 

disagree with the points being made 
 
Specifically we would value your participation in the photographic exercise by: 
§ Attending a briefing in Church House between 10:30 and 11:30 on Saturday 18th 

June where you will receive instructions and a disposable camera 
§ Taking photographs between the end of the briefing and 6pm on the following 

day when you would hand in your camera and record sheet 
§ If at all possible, come yourself and bring others to view an exhibition of key 

photographs the following Saturday between 10am and 2pm in Church House 
when additional feedback will be collected 

 
Please could you return the enclosed card to let me know if you are able and willing to 
participate? 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Eric A Roy 



It would be a big help in our planning if you were able to return this card by 
Sunday 22nd May at the latest. 

Village Design Statement 

 

Your name(s): ____________________________________________ 

 

Please tick one of the following: 

• I/we would like to participate and will be there on 18th June:    [  ]  

• I/we can’t be there on 18th June but would like to be kept informed:    [  ]  

• I/we am not interested in the Village Design Statement at all:    [  ] 

Thank you! 

It would be a big help in our planning if you were able to return this card by 
Sunday 22nd May at the latest. 

Village Design Statement 

 

Your name(s): ____________________________________________ 

 

Please tick one of the following: 

• I/we would like to participate and will be there on 18th June:    [  ]  

• I/we can’t be there on 18th June but would like to be kept informed:    [  ]  

• I/we am not interested in the Village Design Statement at all:    [  ] 

Thank you! 

It would be a big help in our planning if you were able to return this card by 
Sunday 22nd May at the latest. 

Village Design Statement 

 

Your name(s): ____________________________________________ 

 

Please tick one of the following: 

• I/we would like to participate and will be there on 18th June:    [  ]  

• I/we can’t be there on 18th June but would like to be kept informed:    [  ]  

• I/we am not interested in the Village Design Statement at all:    [  ] 

Thank you! 

It would be a big help in our planning if you were able to return this card by 
Sunday 22nd May at the latest. 

Village Design Statement 

 

Your name(s): ____________________________________________ 

 

Please tick one of the following: 

• I/we would like to participate and will be there on 18th June:    [  ]  

• I/we can’t be there on 18th June but would like to be kept informed:    [  ]  

• I/we am not interested in the Village Design Statement at all:    [  ] 

Thank you! 



Abbots Bromley Village Design Statement 
 

 

Wanted 
 
A team of willing photographers (cameras supplied) 

to take photographs of all aspects of the village 
 

Saturday 18 June 10.30 – 11.30 Church House
For explanation, refreshments and issue of cameras
 

Followed a week later by 
 

Display of results and initial analysis 
 

Saturday 25 June 10.00 – 2.00 Church House 
Everyone invited to come and view the results  

then give feedback on the initial analysis 



Village Design Statement 
Photo Exercise 18 June 2005 

 
 
The Village Design Statement [VDS] is intended to reflect the general views (of as many villagers as possible) of what is 
characteristic of the village and what they would like to maintain and how future development might be guided. what they would 
like to see changed (if and when an opportunity to influence a choice arises). 
 
In order to have some examples (from the village) of what characteristics are eligible to be included within a VDS we have 
organised today’s event to which all villagers have been invited [by the Abbots Bromley Action Group Newsletter May 2005] to 
participate.  Some examples will then be used next Saturday [25th June, 10am to 2 pm in Church House] to enable as many 
villagers as possible to share and discuss their views so that a first Village Design Statement draft can be drawn up for wider 
consultation.  
 
Examples of characteristics that are eligible to be included with a VDS are given overleaf.   In order to ensure that we have 
examples for next Saturday from all areas of the village, today each team will be asked specifically to cover one of the coloured 
areas below. However each team is invited to cover as much of the village as they wish and to include special items/areas of 
interest outside of the 30MPH limit of the village [i.e. the reservoir] in words without actually going there and photographing the 
example.



Characteristics of the Village 
Eligible to be included within a Village Design Statement. 

 
 
 
1. Abbots Bromley – Character 

1.1. Landscape Character of the Area. 
1.2. The Countryside and the Village Edges. 
1.3. Landscape Features in and around the Village. 

Hedges, streams, ponds, woodland, open spaces and trees. 
1.4. Wildlife. 
1.5. Customs. 

 
2. Abbots Bromley – Settlement 

2.1. Settlement Pattern. 
2.2. Open and Connecting Public Spaces. 

Recreation & Meeting spaces and access from the village 
2.3. Conservation Area. 

 
3. Abbots Bromley – Development Considerations 

3.1. Buildings. 
3.1.1. Form. 

Buildings that have a special shape.      In-Character extensions 
3.1.2. Relationships. 

Groups of buildings that standout 
3.1.3. Materials. 

Outstanding bricks, tiles, stonework & timbers 
3.1.4. Proportions and Details. 

Special features of a structure (building, wall etc.) 
3.2. Infrastructure. 

3.2.1. Street Furniture, Walls and Pavings. 
Road, Footpath, Bus and other signage. Street bins or seating.           Post boxes. 
Cobble edged paving        Historic or decorative walls.         Bus Stops. 

3.2.2. Transport; Roads and Footpaths. 
Traffic calming methods.      Areas difficult for pedestrians to transit safely.     Footpaths 

3.3. Services. 
Overhead telephone & electrical power lines.        Street lighting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
General Notes : 
 

• You do not have a right to enter any private property without having first received permission as that is trespass and will 
alienate the owner.  However photographs taken from public spaces such as a road (footpath or pavement) of items 
visible from a public space are permitted. 

 
• Any example that might give personal offence will not be used. 

 
• Do not worry [too much] about the quality of your pictures – if they represent a characteristic that the majority values we 

can always go back and get a picture when the light is better and seek permission if a close up is needed. 
 
 
 

Please return the camera and forms by the evening of Sunday 19th June 
 

The cameras need to be at the processors on Monday morning to ensure the photos are available for Saturday 25th June 
 



Abbots Bromley 
 
P R E S S   R E L E A S E 
 
 
20 June 2005 
 
 
 
Abbots Bromley Hot Shots 
 
 
On the hottest weekend of the year so far, residents of Abbots Bromley took to 
the streets with cameras and notebooks. They were there to record the aspects 
of the village which they consider most characteristic of the place they live. 
 
Known around the world for the annual Horn Dance, Abbots Bromley is 
admired by many as a typical English village captivating visitors and inspiring 
loyalty amongst those who live there. Despite centuries of change to adapt to 
the evolving needs of those who live and work there, it somehow retains a 
unique charm. The challenge is to guide future changes so that it remains a 
desirable place to live and work without sacrificing the essential character. 
 
Villagers are invited to come and see the results of the photo session in Church 
House on Saturday 25th June between 10 and 2. They will have the 
opportunity to add their comments to form the basis of a “Village Design 
Statement” that will be adopted as supplementary planning guidance reflecting 
community views into future development. 
 
 
 
E N D S 
 
 
 
 
For further information contact: 

Eric Roy 
Telephone: 01283-840153 

 
Or: 

Bill Richards  
Telephone: 01283-841050 

 



10am-2pm Sat 25th June  

Church House 
Village Design Statement core team:      Linda Fox, Andy Grondowski, Bill Richards, Eric Roy, Mithra Tonking 

Come and 
see the results 

of  the photo shoot. 
Tell us what you agree or  

disagree with in the results. 



Tower block 
for village? 
Could this be the answer to a shortage of low-cost housing in Abbots Bromley? 
 
While there are no current plans to build a tower block in the village, we have no idea what plans might be 
submitted in the future. However, most of us have opinions on what we think would be right for the village 
and help maintain the unique character of Abbots Bromley.  
 
We would like to know YOUR opinion, and Saturday 25th June there will be a display in Church House 
when you can call in and see some initial proposals for a Village Design Statement. There will be an 
opportunity to contribute your views into the work currently being done to create a design statement that 
can be used to guide future development in the village. 
 

Be there — HAVE YOUR SAY — 10am to 2pm Saturday 25th June 2005 in Church House 

Tower block 
for village? 
Could this be the answer to a shortage of low-cost housing in Abbots Bromley? 
 
While there are no current plans to build a tower block in the village, we have no idea what plans might be 
submitted in the future. However, most of us have opinions on what we think would be right for the village 
and help maintain the unique character of Abbots Bromley.  
 
We would like to know YOUR opinion, and Saturday 25th June there will be a display in Church House 
when you can call in and see some initial proposals for a Village Design Statement. There will be an 
opportunity to contribute your views into the work currently being done to create a design statement that 
can be used to guide future development in the village. 
 

Be there — HAVE YOUR SAY — 10am to 2pm Saturday 25th June 2005 in Church House 



Why a Village Design Statement?  
 
Each village has a special character which makes it unique. No village can be frozen in time, 
but needs to change and adapt to meet the needs of the people who live and work there.  
 
Many other villages - both locally and across the country - have already created their own 
design statements and are now reaping the benefits. 
 

What is a Village Design Statement?  
 
A Village Design Statement is the main way that local people can make their views known about the place where 
they live and start to influence future planning decisions. A design statement forms part of the “Local Development 
Framework” - the group of planning documents that Planning Officers must take into consideration in reaching their 
decisions and recommendations.   
 
Typically a design statement will be published as an illustrated booklet of about 16 pages containing descriptions 
and guidance covering key aspects of the village. After formal adoption as part of the development framework, it is 
distributed to developers and planners to inform and guide their work. 
 

Who prepares a Village Design Statement?  
 
A Village Design Statement MUST be prepared by and reflect the views 
of the community. It cannot be created by the parish or district council. In 
Abbots Bromley a core team are helping to gather views, engage others 
in discussion and facilitate the development of our own design statement. 
They would welcome your help and feedback! 

CORE TEAM CONTACT DETAILS: 
  

   Linda Fox   840315 
   Andy Grondowski  840178 
   Bill Richards  841050 
   Eric Roy   840153 
   Mithra Tonking  840262 
  

Email: vds@abbotsbromley.com 
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and guidance covering key aspects of the village. After formal adoption as part of the development framework, it is 
distributed to developers and planners to inform and guide their work. 
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Thank you for taking the time to 
come and give your feedback on 
the initial ideas for the Village 
Design Statement.  
 
Overleaf there are some brief notes about Village Design Statements 
that you may find useful. 
 
What next? 
Using the feedback received, the next step is to create a first draft of the 
document for informal review, followed by a more formal consultation period 
starting in early September. If you would like to participate in either the 
informal review, or the consultation, then please let us know.  
 
Following the formal consultation period, the document will be revised and 
submitted to East Staffordshire Borough Council with a request for them to 
consider adopting the Design Statement as supplementary planning guidance. 

Opportunities to help 
 
1. Tell others about the Village Design Statement, so that all those who 

have an interest are able to make their contribution. 
2. Agree to act as a reviewer of the draft document if you would be willing 

to spend an hour or two providing feedback to some specific questions. 
3. Join the core team and help create and revise the Design Statement to 

the point where it can be adopted as supplementary planning guidance. 

Core Team contact details: 
  

   Linda Fox   840315 
   Andy Grondowski  840178 
   Bill Richards  841050 
   Eric Roy   840153 
   Mithra Tonking  840262 
  

Email: vds@abbotsbromley.com 



Why a Village Design Statement?  
 
Each village has a special character which 
makes it unique. No village can be frozen in 
time, but needs to change and adapt to meet 
the needs of the people who live and work 
there.  
 
Many other villages - both locally and across 
the country - have already created their own 
design statements and are now reaping the 
benefits. 
 
What is a Village Design Statement?  
 
A Village Design Statement is the main way that local people can 
make their views known about the place where they live and start to 
influence future planning decisions. A design statement forms part 
of the “Local Development Framework” - the group of planning 
documents that Planning Officers must take into consideration in 
reaching their decisions and recommendations.   
 
Typically a design statement will be published as an illustrated 
booklet of about 16 pages containing descriptions and guidance 
covering key aspects of the village. After formal adoption as part of 
the development framework, it is distributed to developers and 
planners to inform and guide their work. 
 

Who prepares a Village Design Statement?  
 

A Village Design Statement MUST be prepared by and reflect the 
views of the community. It cannot be created by the parish or 
district council. In Abbots Bromley a core team are helping to 
gather views, engage others in discussion and facilitate the 
development of our own design statement. They would welcome 
your help and feedback! 



VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

BUILDINGS
I agree I disagree

New development should respect the settlement character of that part of the village in which it occurs
When windows and doors in buildings are replaced there should be careful attention to design and materials to retain 
harmony
Before painting, rendering, cladding or otherwise covering original brickwork consideration should be given to the 
potential impact 
New building design should take account of the height, roof pitch, span and eaves depth of surrounding houses
The design of the sides and back of a new building is as important as the front
A range of building types and sizes is to be encouraged provided careful consideration is given to the suitability of the 
location, 
“One off’ infill designs have greater scope for architectural expression but should enhance the Street scene and not 
detract 
Railings should be maintained and encouraged where adjacent properties have them

LANDSCAPE
I agree I disagree

(A)A clear and appropriate boundary between the village and the surrounding counrtyside should be maintained, 
while(B) maintaining important open, green spaces within the village

A YES
B NO

The existing public open spaces dispersed throughout the village must be preserved.
Tree and hedge planting must be incorporated on the edge of developments at the edge of the village to preserve and
add to this characteristic feature of the village setting. Not always

A consistent style of street furniture should be adopted appropriate to each area of the village
Destinguished boundary walls, and mature trees and hedgerows should be maintained within reason50:50

The outskirts of the village should be linked to the centre with pedestrian friendly footpaths
The hard edges of the village should be screened from the surrounding countryside 50:50

INFRASTRUCTURE
I agree I disagree

Road geometry and housing layout must demonstrate an integrated design which encourages awareness of
pedestrians and restrains vehicle speeds.
The effect of new development on the existing road system and residential areas must be properly assessed
The overhead telephone and electrical distribution poles should be phased out in favour of underground cabling
Traffic calming and off-road parking should be a priority in all new developments
Notice boards should complement their surroundings
Do you agree that the traffic calming into the village benefits the village at 
the Uttoxeter Road end ??

the Lichfield Road end ??

the Ashbrook Lane end ??

AMENITIES
I agree I disagree

Planning permission should recognise the high amenity value that local sustainable businesses and facilities provide 
for the community
Post Office
Doctor's Surgery
Childcare Facilities
Schools
Shops
Village Hall & Church House
Playground
Pubs ??

Police Station
Bus Service

Please list below any significant items you think have been missed

If you would like to help please give us a means to contact you and indicate the level of involvement you can offer

Name                                                                                                           Contact number
Either I would like to help in generating the text of the document (high involvement) 
Or I would like to help by reviewing sections of the draft document (low involvement)

AgreeNo Answer 50:50 ?? Disagree





Abbots Bromley Village Design Statement 
 

Consultation: Local Document Review 
 

 
Thank you for taking time to participate in the creation of the Village Design Statement 
for Abbots Bromley. Your feedback on the draft document will be extremely valuable in 
helping to ensure that the VDS truly reflects local views, and does not contain any 
obvious errors or omissions, before it goes forward for more formal consultation. 
 
To help in the task of reviewing, we have provided this form which will enable you to 
provide feedback on key matters. However, if you would like to make further comments 
on matters not specifically addressed by the form, you can write these down on 
additional sheets of paper. 
 
Please let us have your feedback no later than Friday 30th September 2005. 
 
 
Abbots Bromley VDS Team  
September 2005 

 
 
 
Please tick whichever box on the right most accurately reflects what you think about 
each of the statements. If you disagree (or strongly disagree), with any of the 
statements, it would be very helpful if you could give some indications of why this is in 
the space provided below the statement. 
  
 Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Not sure Agree Agree 

strongly 

      

1. I found the VDS easy to read and understand      

 

 

     

2. The VDS design and layout makes it easy to follow      

 

 

     

3. The VDS does well in capturing how the village is now      

 

 

     

4. The VDS analysis of existing buildings is correct      

 

 

     



 Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Not sure Agree Agree 
strongly 

      

5. The VDS development guidelines are right for the village      

 

 

     

 
 
 
6. If you believe there are factual errors in the Village Design Statement, please give details 

here and provide your name and a contact number at the end of the form: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. If there are any important issues you consider are relevant to a Village Design Statement, 

but have not been covered, then please give details here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Are there any other observations you wish to make on the document? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Optionally, if you would like to record your name and telephone number here, we could 

contact you if necessary for further clarification or to discuss your feedback. 
 
 

Name __________________________________________   Telephone _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return your completed form to: 

Village Design Statement 
31 Goose Lane 
Abbots Bromley 
Staffordshire 
WS15 3DE 
 



Response Strongly Mildly Not sure Mildly Strongly

1
1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

2
1
2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

3
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Links between different pieces of information could be stronger e.g. 
items on back cover not referred to in text and link made (See also 
Response 2's items in Section 8 )

Disagree Agree

I found the VDS easy to read 
and understand

The VDS design and layout 
make it easy to follow

The VDS does well in 
capturing how the village is 
now

Some repetition makes a couple of sections longer than necessary & 
therefore impact lost. E.g. Section 4 has overlap with 1 & 2. Consider 
shortening all 3 sections.

FEEDBACK FROM 1st CIRCULATION OF THE VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT / 02-10-2005



1
2 See 6 & 8
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

5
1
2

3
4

5
6

7

8

9

6 Section 
2.1
2.8
2.16
2.17
3.3
4.11
4.21
4.23
4.25

2.1
2.9 - 2.10

4.12- or 4.14
2.6 line 8

7
8 2.1

7

The middle photo on page 13 is in fact Salters Grange, not Paget Rise.  As a resident of a spacious house & 
gardens in Paget Rise with a very imaginative layout, I do rather object to the disparaging remarks in point 
4.31; giving Paget Rise as a specific example.   I agree with the sentiments in this point, but feel it is not 
necessary to state the name of this, or indeed any other road.  Everyone knows where the offending modern 

4

6

Is Rugeley really "West" of AB ?

Comment
Rugeley lies to the South West of the village

In general - but not for 2.29, 2.30 & 3.19 - sounds parochial & defensive.  
Would be stronger if linked to text on page rather than just standalone 
items as not clear initially how they fit into the document
5.5 - Infrastructure guidelines - should telegraph poles (e.g. in Goose 
Lane) be phased out ? Historical & not as  hideous as pylons !
5.6 Design should be the SAME as those neighbouring - some "rouge" 

Historic info - OK

The King did not quite give the lands to of Burton Abbey to William Paget, money was involved !

Umpteen tenants were Villains, not just on Church land.

the locality

Apart from tradition is there any proof for the monastic cell ?

Staffs. Way goes through [the] Church yard, not Hall Hill Lane.
Polite Georgian ?   Only Goats Head & Church House would be classed as timber framed.
Where does 1750 come from & include Crofts Cottage in the list of examples.

2

Burton upon Trent
Damselfly photo
Schoolhouse land

Drop one of the Norman Villas.

Baggots Park does not have a hennery, it’s the reason for Goats Lodge being a B&B !

The VDS analysis of existing 
buildings is correct

The VDS development 
guidelines are right for the 
village

If you believe there are 
factual errors in the Village 
Design Statement, please give 
the details here and provide 

4

If there are any important 
issues you consider ore 
relevant to a Village Design 
Statement but have not been 

However item 4.31 & picture of 1 particular house sounds very critical 

We have such a variation of design etc, in the village already, that care 
must be taken not to enforce unnecessary restrictions on ant future 
developments.  Building guidelines frequently change

But not "set in stone" for the photographic record dramatic changes in 
style that have occurred over the centuries.  Similar changes are bound to 
occur in the future.

Isolation of many of its residents - we need more village events & places for people to gather.  A village 
picnic on the millennium green ?  A summer's evening where people take their drinks and chairs to the front 
door like they do in Holland

9



8
2.7
2.24
3.6

Page 12
Page 13

In general

In General 
1.4
2

2
2
2
3

3.11

5

p15 / 5.4

p15 / 5.5

3

Are there any other 
observations you wish to 
make on the document?

The document reads very well & is well presented & is interesting.  In order to retain the interest of the 
reader, a couple of sections would benefit from shortening & the key messages would then be more easily 
conveyed & have greater succinct impact.
Should read "affect" not "effect" and "into" rather than "in to".

Autumn crocus, prove it !
Outdoor and Indoor bowls ?
Reads as is Seedcroft & Bromley Wood Council houses were built in the 1960's rather than 1930/1940's
College Farm could be in 4.26 list a farm house, the photo would be Victorian / Edwardian

2

Map needs "linking" to text & compass would be useful for orientation.

Query if underground cabling more costly to maintain also birds gather on the wires, all part of the village 
scene.

Does not follow and fit in with style of rest of section.Inclusion of photos of 40's  & 60's 70's housing to complete picture & contrast with how there is now more 
emphasis to be in keeping with the "village style" - shows a progression of planning & sympathetic styles of 
building.
Seating to be in clear open spaces

Several paragraphs link together (2.2 & 2.6; 2.5 & 2.8) so could be placed together.

However whilst interesting it is quite long & later parts of the document do repeat some of information.  
Consider shortening this section.
History section ?  Horndance - purpose is not clear.

9 Just that , while I believe the character of the village should be maintained, I'd like to see some innovation & 
exciting design in future development.  Girl's school buildings are desperately in need of repair & painting.

7

Only to stress the importance of 2.2-2.27 in which the words do not quite convey the sense of good 
fellowship and interdependence that binds the community together.

8

Use of map would set in context & avoid so much text being needed.  Could link to map in section 3.

Photo of Paget Rise is Cecil Peyton CloseThe Photos could do with review, as the same house is produced badly or doesn't show the view in question in 
the best way.



Abbots Bromley 
 
P R E S S   R E L E A S E 
 
 
21 November 2005 
 
 
 
The future of Abbots Bromley 
 
Residents of Abbots Bromley are being asked to give their opinions about future 
development of the village. On Saturday 26th November, villagers will be able to 
call into to Church House, Bagot Street between 10am and 12pm, to pick up a 
review copy of the proposed 16-page Village Design Statement. 
 
Over the past six months, a volunteer team has been compiling this Village Design 
Statement to inform future development of the village. Covering such topics as the 
character of the village and buildings, the document sets out detailed guidance that 
future developments would be asked to take into account. 
 
Preparation of the design statement has drawn on photographs and comments 
provided by the many villagers who contributed to a weekend photo shoot in June 
of this year. Their work was exhibited for comment by others, and the ideas and 
opinions gathered were used as the foundation for the design statement. 
 
The first draft was examined by a team of volunteer reviewers and their feedback 
has been incorporated into the formal consultation draft of the Village Design 
Statement that is now being published. 
 
Support for the Village Design Statement has come from Abbots Bromley Parish 
Council and East Staffordshire Borough Council in form of both advice and funding 
for the project. 
 
 
 
E N D S 
 
 



Additional resources: 
The full text of the consultation draft (and other related material) is available 
on line at: www.abbotsbromley.com/vds/documents.php 

 
 
For further information contact: 

Eric Roy 
Telephone: 01283-840153 

 
 
Or: 

Linda Fox  
Telephone: 01283-840315 



Find it at: 
         www.abbotsbromley.com/vds 
  
Village Design Statement core team:      Linda Fox, Andy Grondowski, Bill Richards, Eric Roy, Mithra Tonking 

what YOU think 
The first full 
draft of  the 
Village Design 
Statement is  
available for 
local review 
and comment. 



 

 

Abbots Bromley Village Design Statement 
 

Consultation Feedback Form  
 

 
Thank you for taking time to participate in the creation of the Village Design Statement for 
Abbots Bromley. Your feedback on the consultation document is extremely important in helping 
to establish the level of support for the guidelines that are included or in adjusting any that do 
not accurately reflect local views. 
 
To guide your feedback, we have provided this form which will enable you to respond on key 
matters. However, if you would like to make further comments on matters not specifically 
addressed by the form, you can write these down on additional sheets of paper. 
 
Please let us have your feedback no later than Friday 27th January 2006. 
 
 
Abbots Bromley VDS Team  
November 2005 

 
 
Please tick whichever box on the right most accurately reflects what you think about each of 
the statements. If you disagree (or strongly disagree), with any of the statements, it would be 
very helpful if you could give some indications of why this is in the space provided below the 
statement. 
  
 
 Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Not sure Agree Agree 

strongly 
      

1. The introduction helped me understand what a Village 
Design Statement is and why Abbots Bromley need one 

     

 

 

     

2. The “Character” section provides a good overview of 
Abbots Bromley and fairly reflects the village 

     

 

 

     

3. The “Character guidelines” on page 6 will help to retain 
the key character of the village 

     

 

 

     

4. The “Built environment” section provides a good 
overview of the main settlement in the village 

     

 
 

     



 

 

 Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Not sure Agree Agree 
strongly 

      

5. The “Village settlement guidelines” on pages 8-9 are 
appropriate 

     

 

 

     

6. The “Development considerations” section fairly reflects 
the current state of the village 

     

 

 

     

7. The “Building guidelines” on page 13 would help to 
maintain and/or improve the appearance of the village 

     

 

 

     

8. The “Infrastructure” section addresses the most important 
elements (other than buildings) in the village 

     

 

 

     

9. The “Infrastructure guidelines” on page 15 would help to 
maintain and/or improve the appearance of the village 

     

 

 

     

 
10. If you believe there are factual errors in the Village Design Statement, please give details 

here and provide your name and a contact number at the end of the form: 
 
 
 
 
11. Are there any other observations you wish to make on the document? 
 
 
 
 
12. Optionally, if you would like to record your name and telephone number here, we could 

contact you if necessary for further clarification or to discuss your feedback. 
 

Name __________________________________________   Telephone _____________________ 
 
 
 
Please return your completed form to: 

Village Design Statement, 31 Goose Lane, Abbots Bromley, Staffordshire, WS15 3DE 



Strongly Agree
Disagree Disagree Not Sure Agree Strongly

1 The introduction helped me understand what a Village Design Statement is and why Abbots Bromley need one
1
2
3
4
5
6
7 The "WHAT" should be a separate section within the Introduction
8
9

10
11
12
13

2 The "Character" section provides a good overview of Abbots Bromley and fairly reflects the village
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

3 The "Character guidelines" on page 6 will help to retain the key character of the village
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11 Only if adhered to
12 Could have been more specific
13

4 The "Built environment" section provides a good overview of the main settlement in the village
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

5 The "Village settlement guidelines" on pages 8-9 are appropriate
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

6 The "Development considerations" section fairly reflects the current state of the village
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13 Seems to be incomplete - there is no mention of Ashbrook Lane

ANALYSIS OF FEEDBACK FROM VDS Issue 2 (received 27 January 2006)



Strongly Agree
Disagree Disagree Not Sure Agree Strongly

7 The "Building guidelines" on page 13 would help to maintain and/or improve the appearance of the village
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12 Could have been stronger
13

8 The "Infrastructure" section addresses the most important elements (other than buildings) in the village
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

9 The "Infrastructure guidelines" on page 15 would help to maintain and/or improve the appearance of the village
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12 Could have been more specific or stronger
13

10 If you believe there are factual errors in the Village Design Statement, please give details here and provide your name and a contact number at the end of the form:
1
2
3
4
5
6 2 different spellings of Cottrell / Cotterel Close used.   In 4.26 there is no Hall Hill Farm, only Manor Farm.
7
8
9 Not a factual error but I have always been told that the Horn Dance is on the First Monday after the First  Sunday after the 4th September - just and extra First.

10
11 2.7 Balance St, Uttoxeter is called so because damsons were weighed here - nearer than Leek.
12
13

11 Are there any other observations you wish to make on the document?
1
2 Congratulations on a well thought out VDS, it is concise but gives detail where necessary with good pictorial information.
3

4
5
6
7 This is a fine document which I judge could be made even more effective with a "crisper / punchier" Introduction perhaps containing Summary Guidelines.
8
9 [I] have read through both and think the changes are an enhancement to the original document

10
11 In general an excellent document that accurately describes the village, though guidelines are, in my opinion, not specific enough & allow for liberal interpretation
12
13 An excellent description of the village

ANALYSIS OF FEEDBACK FROM VDS Issue 2 (received 27 January 2006)

I feel that although the lack of a sports field is mentioned in 2.23 it needs to be specifically mentioned in 3.13 - not just referred to as an "open space". It is a priority, 2.23 refers to a 
"shared use" it is in fact a very short lease!



Abbots Bromley Village Design Statement 
 

Consultation Summary 
 

 
Thank you to all those who participated in the recent consultation on the Village Design 
Statement for Abbots Bromley. This document provides a summary of the responses received 
including any comments recorded. Scores vary from 0 = every respondent strongly disagrees, to 
a maximum of 4 = every respondent strongly agrees. The average score was 3.5 across all 
questions. 
 
 
Abbots Bromley VDS Team  
February 2006 

 
 
 
 Strongly 

disagree 
Disagree Not sure Agree Agree 

strongly       

1. The introduction helped me understand what a Village 
Design Statement is and why Abbots Bromley needs one 
(Score 3.4) 

0% 0% 0% 62% 38% 

• The "WHAT" should be a separate section within the Introduction 

 

2. The “Character” section provides a good overview of 
Abbots Bromley and fairly reflects the village (Score 3.7) 

0% 0% 8% 15% 77% 

(No comments) 

 

3. The “Character guidelines” on page 6 will help to retain 
the key character of the village (Score 3.6) 

0% 0% 8% 23% 69% 

(No comments) 

 

4. The “Built environment” section provides a good 
overview of the main settlement in the village (Score 3.5) 

0% 0% 0% 46% 54% 

(No comments) 

 

5. The “Village settlement guidelines” on pages 8-9 are 
appropriate (Score 3.5) 

0% 8% 0% 31% 61% 

(No comments) 

 

6. The “Development considerations” section fairly reflects 
the current state of the village (Score 3.4) 

0% 8% 0% 38% 54% 

• Seems to be incomplete - there is no mention of Ashbrook Lane 

 



 Strongly 
disagree Disagree Not sure Agree Agree 

strongly 
      

7. The “Building guidelines” on page 13 would help to 
maintain and/or improve the appearance of the village 
(Score 3.7) 

0% 0% 8% 15% 77% 

• Could have been stronger 

 

8. The “Infrastructure” section addresses the most important 
elements (other than buildings) in the village (Score 3.4) 

0% 8% 0% 38% 54% 

(No comments) 

 

9. The “Infrastructure guidelines” on page 15 would help to 
maintain and/or improve the appearance of the village 
(Score 3.4) 

0% 0% 23% 15% 62% 

• Could have been more specific or stronger 

 

 
10. If you believe there are factual errors in the Village Design Statement, please give details 

here and provide your name and a contact number at the end of the form: 

• 2 different spellings of Cottrell / Cotterel Close used 

• In 4.26 there is no Hall Hill Farm, only Manor Farm 

• Not a factual error but I have always been told that the Horn Dance is on the First Monday 
after the First  Sunday after the 4th September - just an extra First 

• 2.7 Balance St, Uttoxeter is called so because damsons were weighed here - nearer than Leek 

 
11. Are there any other observations you wish to make on the document? 

• Congratulations on a well thought out VDS, it is concise but gives detail where necessary with 
good pictorial information. 

• I feel that although the lack of a sports field is mentioned in 2.23 it needs to be specifically 
mentioned in 3.13 - not just referred to as an "open space". It is a priority, 2.23 refers to a 
"shared use" it is in fact a very short lease! 

• This is a fine document which I judge could be made even more effective with a "crisper / 
punchier" Introduction perhaps containing Summary Guidelines. 

• [I] have read through both and think the changes are an enhancement to the original 
documents 

• In general an excellent document that accurately describes the village, though guidelines 
are, in my opinion, not specific enough & allow for liberal interpretation 

• An excellent description of the village 

 



The Village Design Statement in the Bromley Bulletin1 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2005 issue: 
 

Village Design Statement Launch 
 
Following helpful feedback from local volunteer reviewers, the initial 
draft of the Village Design Statement has now been revised ready for 
more formal consultation. It is planned to have copies available in 
Church House between 10am and 12 noon on Saturday 26th 
November. Anyone willing to read and comment is invited to come 
along then and collect a copy, or visit      
www.abbotsbromley.com/vds. 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2006 issue:  

Village Design Statement 
 
At the end of November, villagers were invited to call in to Church 
House and collect a draft copy of the Village Design Statement to 
read and comment on. If you missed out, you can download your own 
copy from the village web pages. The VDS team are about to start 
reviewing feedback on the draft and will use this to create the version 
to be submitted to ESBC for adoption as supplementary planning 
guidance. 
 
 

                                            
1 This newsletter published by the Parish Council is delivered to every home in the parish by hand or 
direct mailing several times a year. 



n  Consultation draft of VDS for review (2157Kb)  
n  Feedback form for consultation (12Kb)  
n  Brief summary of the changes from previous issue (10Kb) If you were are reviewer of the 

earlier local draft, you may find it helpful to read this short summary to see the main changes to 
the document for the consultation draft.  

n  First complete draft of VDS for local review (2084Kb)  
n  Feedback form for local draft (12Kb)  

n  Introduction to Village Design Statements (Mainly Countryside Agency material)  
n  Poster for photo exercise  
n  Poster for exhibition of photos  
n  Handbill for exhibition of photos  
n  Press release for exhibition of photos  

Village Design Statement documents 

Several of the key Village Design Statement documents are available here in Adobe Acrobat 
format. Note that some of the these are fairly large, and will take a few moments to load completely. 

Draft for Consultation (November 2005) 

The core team have prepared a second draft of the Village Design Statement taking into account 
the feedback from local reviewers and ESBC on the September draft. Anyone wishing to express 
an opinion on the document should ensure that their comments reach the team before the end of 
January 2006. There is a link to a feedback form below. 

While constructive cricticism and suggested changes will be welcome, it is also very important that 
that those who agree with the guidelines provide their feedback. Without this it is difficult to assess 
the level of support from the "silent majority". 

Draft for Local Review (September 2005) 

The core team have prepared a first draft of the Village Design Statement taking into account views 
and information received from other local people during the various consultation exercises. 

They would now like to hear YOUR views on the draft document. Please take a few minutes to look 
at the draft and let us know what you think using the feedback form - preferably by 30 September 
2005. 

Publicity 

The core team are working hard to keep people informed through items on these web pages, press 
releases, items in the Bromley Bulletin and Parish News and through posters and handbills. 
However, those who avoid shops in the village, do not look at posters and never read bulletins or 
papers may feel they are being kept in the dark - such is life! 

If you have only just discovered the project is in progress, then the following previous items may be 
informative: 

June 2005 display 

The exhibition in Church House on 25th June2005 showed a small selection of the photographs 

Welcome Information.. AB on-line.. Parish Council.. Village Hall.. Vital Villages.. Dsgn Statmnt..




