The Parish Council's Traffic Plan Sub-Group: Final Report

Background:
The significant traffic and parking problems which affect our village are only going to increase over time.

About four years ago councillors met with employees of the County Council to discuss possible solutions. Despite many attempts on our part, no further dialogue followed.

At roughly the same time a village SpeedWatch group was formed to monitor traffic speeds. This group disbanded when support from the Police was not forthcoming.

The Parish Council decided, therefore, to “go it alone” and do what other frustrated parish councils had done and write its own Traffic Plan.

A Traffic Plan has a set “Best Practice Process”, beginning with an initial assessment of the problems (supported and evidenced by a community questionnaire), and the formation of a working group.

The group, which comprises of councillors and non-councillors, first met just before Christmas of 2025. Since then it has met on numerous occasions to consider the community's concerns as expressed, for example, in the autumn 2025 questionnaire returns. 

Data collection from the Lichfield Road Speed Indicating Device has been studied, and meetings have been held with the Police, and Staffordshire Highways (although their lack of commitment has been disappointing). In addition communications have been ongoing with the NFU, the Police and Crime Commissioner, the Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership, the Chief Constable, the Civil Enforcement (traffic) team, and a national road safety charity. 

In July 2026 the Traffic Plan Sub-Group presented their recommendations to the Parish Council for consideration.

The Parish Council agreed with the recommendations set out below.

· A pedestrian crossing on the Goat’s Head corner.

· A raised area of road by the Goats Head corner (similar to the one in Barton).

· Double yellows in the Hall Hill Lane vicinity. *
· Double yellows around the Goat’s Head corner should a pedestrian crossing not be possible. Also at the junction of Pagets Rise and the main street *.

· The replacement along the main street of the white H-bars with double yellows (to provide passing places).

· A rolling chicane along the 30mph stretch of Lichfield Road.

· An alteration to the existing Ashbrook Lane chicanes to that of a rolling chicane.

· 40mph zones before the Lichfield Road/Uttoxeter Road and Ashbrook Lane 30mph zones.

· The removal of highway classification at Crown Bank and the herringbone marking of c.12 parking bays.

        * Or perhaps double reds.

Less expensive recommendations are:

· Speed reduction markings on entrances to the village.

· Diminishing white lines on Lichfield Road.

· A Lichfield Road village gateway.

· Rumble strips on approaches to village.

· The revival of the Speedwatch team (AB was the first parish is East Staffs to form a Speedwatch team)..

· A social media/”Bulletin”/ noticeboard promotion of a “Be Considerate” campaign.

· Windscreen notices for vehicles parked inappropriately.

· A Code of Conduct agreed by farmers, delivery companies, regular contractors and public transport providers.

· Increasing the number of sites for our SID sign.
Recommendations the Parish Council rejected were mainly related to double yellows/reds at other junctions with the main road through the village.

There will now follow a public consultation in the form of an open meeting, probably at the village hall, where you will have the opportunity to comment. A Traffic Plan has to be community-led and supported.

Not everyone will be in agreement with every proposal. Balancing the needs of our community with those of motorists passing through the village is difficult but, wherever possible, the Traffic Plan group has considered local need to be a priority.

There will probably never be a solution to the parking problems of residents who live on the main street – and with the increasing number of electric vehicles, the need for charging points will only add to the problem.

Finding the funding for these recommendations will be difficult, especially in the present financial climate. In the short term the Parish Council is hoping for some S106 money as a result of the Friel development and is being supported by our County Councillor and MP. The Traffic Plan should, however, be seen as a set of long-term aims which will hopefully help to protect the environment in which we live.

Keith Baker

